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Welcome to October, Everyone!
The season of crisp air, pumpkin spice, and festive fun has arrived! October is
here, and we’re ready to kick off the month with all things autumn. From the

changing colors to the excitement of Halloween, there’s so much to look
forward to!

This month, we’re embracing the magic of fall with some thrilling events and
spooky celebrations. Get ready for our annual Halloween Party—it’s going to be

a night of dancing, delicious treats, and a costume contest that’ll have
everyone showing off their creative side. And don’t forget about the

Halloween Trick or Treat Trolley—a fun-filled evening for the little ones to
explore the neighborhood in style!

We’ve also got exciting activities planned throughout the month, from food
trucks to festive gatherings. Whether you're here for the costumes, the candy,

or just the autumn vibes, there's something for everyone.
So grab your costumes, get in the spirit, and let’s make this October one to

remember!
Happy Fall, and Happy Halloween! 🎃

Dawn Gibson, Lifestyle Director



7 - Oct Crepes R Us |4:30-7:30pm
10 - Oct Seminar - Landscape of Senior Care 6-7pm
12 - Oct The Nostalgics in Concert  | 7-8:30pm
14 - Oct Detour Diner  | 4:30-7:30pm
15 - Oct  Wine @n 5 @ the Pool   | 5-7pm
15 - Oct Farmers Market Begins | 9am-12pm  Town Center
17  - Oct NCH Blood Drive | 8:30-11:30am Outside Car Wash
18 - Oct  St. Matthews Food Drive | 10:00-1pm 
21 - J Dubs Chicago Dawgs  | 4:30-7:30pm
24 - Oct Seminar -Estate Planning&Long Term Care Benefits
of Becoming a FL Resident 6-7pm Town Center
26 - Oct Halloween Party! 6-10pm Town Center
28- Oct Jessie J’s BBQ | 4:30-7:30pm
31- Oct Trick or Treat Trolley 5-8pm

We can't wait to celebrate the upcoming season with you, filled
with fun and exciting events that will bring our community

together! Whether you’re looking to join the festivities or simply
enjoy the quieter moments, we have something for everyone.

For more information or to secure your spot at any of our
events, please reach out to Dawn Gibson at

dgibson@castlegroup.com, or sign up outside the Lifestyle
Office. Don’t miss out on the fun—we look forward to seeing you

there!

October Events Schedule



Island Walk Spotlight
IN THE SPOTLIGHT

 

This month we “spotlight” another one of our amazing Castle team members…
Billie Jo Parker, General Manager. “Billie”, as she is known within the
community, came to Castle in August 2023 with a great deal of experience in
both property management and customer service. In fact, her entire adult
career has always been centered around providing excellent customer service
whether it was in a retail setting, hotel operations and management or HOA
property management.  

 

 Prior to coming to Island Walk last August, Billie
worked as an Assistant Community Association
Manager (CAM) for the Quarry community in
Naples. After 7 years, Billie decided it was time for
a change and knew that coming to a larger
community like Island Walk would provide her with
new experiences, yet still allow her to contribute to
the community using the knowledge she gained
while working at the Quarry.

When asked what she enjoys most about being a
CAM, she quickly responded, “working with and
getting to know all the owners”. She loves the fact
that every day is different and she never knows
what challenges she will face – whether it’s a burst
ceiling pipe, a last minute scheduled meeting,
talking with contractors or dealing with a car
running into a bush. She is one of those people
who truly enjoys the “unexpected”. 



 
Before beginning her career in property management, Billie owned and
operated a retail clothing business for 11 years, then worked for the Edgewater
Beach hotel. After leaving the hotel industry, she began working at the Quarry
and quickly moved up the career ladder from Administrative Assistant to
Assistant Operations Coordinator and eventually getting her license as an
Assistant Community Association Manager. She attributes her success in all of
her positions to her love of working with and helping people. 
 
On a more personal note, Billie moved to southwest Florida in 1984, specifically
Ft Myers, to be closer to her mom and the rest of her family. She has 2 sisters
and 2 brothers all who now reside outside of Florida. Her mom, whom she
enjoys spending time with every week, now lives in Estero. When not working,
Billie loves to cook, bake, go to the movies and decorate for the holidays. She
also enjoys gardening and planting flowers which makes perfect sense as her
maiden name was “Gardner”! But probably the most unusual thing she shared
was that she “loves to clean and iron”. In fact, not being allowed to clean was
her mom’s form of punishment when she was a child. I told her anytime she
feels the urge to clean or iron she should just come to my house! LOL 
 
It was a true pleasure getting to interview and learn more about our General
Manager, Billie Jo Parker. From our conversation, it was clear she cares deeply
about this community and the people who live here and will continue to strive
to make it better than it already is. 
 
​​​​​​​ Written by Candy Lopez, Communications Chair 

Billie’s typical week starts off with meeting with her department heads to get
an update on their current projects. She attends all board meetings and sits in
on many of the monthly committee meetings as well as with Juniper
landscapers on a weekly basis. She ensures meeting agendas are prepared
properly and posted and sent out, completes numerous financial and
informational reports for the Board of Directors, assists with budget planning,
staffing decisions and training. It is the General Manager who has the huge
responsibility of overseeing the daily operation of the entire community, with all
its moving parts. 



Grand Reopening Fun!







9am to
Noon









Please include children’s ages and number of adults riding with child







Sign up outside the Lifestyle Office or online





 
BONE BUILDERS 

  
MONDAYS

9:30 – 10:30 am 
 

in the 
 

BARBADOS ROOM 

 Questions?  
Contact Mariane Newton 239-260-7688

 marianen@comcast.net 

9am - 10am





Fun Community

Event! 

Sign up now!
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Check out this

great 

deal!!



Mondays 1:00pm

Thursdays 12:30pm

No experience needed.

All are welcome!

Knitting Group Tuesdays at

1:00pm. Located in the Living

Room.  Contact Aleta Adler

201-406-9499

Each week, the Town Center is filled with

excitement, laughter, and fun times among

friends, as various groups and reoccurring

activities take place. Below is a list of the

current selection of weekly events. Have

additional

activities? 

questions on one of the

JB Hanson Wine Society

Contact Mike Kaminski for info

michaeljkaminski@aol.com

Mondays and Wednesdays

6:00pm - 9:00pm. Located in the

Living Room. 

Contact information for the group organizer

can be found on the Island Walk website, or you

can contact the Lifestyle Director’s office and

she can provide you with that information.

Island Walk Office: Ph: (239) 513-0045 E:

dgibson@castlegroup.com

Island Walk Musicians

Contact Randy Solomon for

more info (216) 645-9636

randysolo7@gmail.com

Bingo every Monday - Doors open

at 5:30pm, Games start at

7:00pm No need to sign up! Hope

to see you there!

Social Bridge in the Antigua Room

Thursdays 7:00-9:00pm Contact

Anne Hagan

anne1215@icloud.com

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

IW Men’s Golf League

Contact Dave Riepe:

davidriepe@yahoo.com

Dave Bamesberger:

dbamesberger51@gmail.com

IW Pickleball For Women

Contact Jane Kreig:

senoraj@me.com Judy

Koontz:

jakoontz61@yahoo.com

Resistance and Strength Training Class

Tues, Thurs, Sat 8:30-9:30am on ZOOM

$5 per class

Contact Gina Horton (317) 514-3553

hortonsgro08@yahoo.com

 “Move & Groove”

Chair exercise with weights

$40 punch card

Georgina Percel instructor

Thursdays 10am starting

October 3rd



Mah Jongg

Tuesdays at 1:00pm

Dominos Wednesday at

7:00pm Located in the

Antigua Room

Bagpipe, Harpe, & Thistle

Rehearsal Sundays at

9:30am Located in the

Barbados

Water Aerobics

Monday-Saturday 8:30-9:30am

Mon, Wed, Fri 10:00-11:00am

Island Walk Garden Club

Contact Cindy Duk

dukcindy@yahoo.com

Euchre Fridays at 7:00pm

Located in the Antigua

Room

Yoga Mon, Wed, Fri, at

8:00am Located in the

Barbados Room

Improve Balance & Flexibility and

Strengthen Bones Mon, Wed, Fri

9:30-10:30am Located in the

Barbados Room

Contract Bridge

Wednesdays at 1:00pm

Located in the Antigua Room

Tuesdays and Thursdays

9:00am - 12:00pm

Everyone is Welcome!

Contact Elaine Leatherwood

(410) 818-0016

Cribbage Mondays at 1:00pm

in the Living Room

Contact Dave Wiersum

(616) 901-7964

Table Tennis

 6:30-8:30pm Saturdays &

Sundays 1:00- 2:00pm

Instructor Georgina Percel

Saturdays at 9:00am 4-class punch

cards $40 or $15 for one class

Located in the Barbados Room

Tai Chi

Mondays 10-45 - 11:30am

First class free

$40 for Ten Classes

$6 drop in 



        UPCOMING POP-UP SHOP SALE DATES
 

   Thursday, 7/11, 11-3pm, Town Center Lobby
  Thursday, 7/17, 11-3pm, Town Center Lobby 

  
NEW ARRIVAL…. Stainless Wine Tumbler – only $15 each

Pick yours up today & be ready for the next Wine at 5 event! 

We also offer a variety of other items including  Ladies and Mens Style T-
shirts, fully embroidered, sizes small through 4X, in 26 different colors ($15),

our extra large 35x70 embroidered Terry Velour Beach Towels ($22) in 4
vibrant colors, Canvas Tote bags, Hats, Backpack, Key Ring. Prices as low as

$5, tax included. 
            **All profits go into our operating budget. 

If you would like to purchase something but can’t make it to one of the
scheduled sale days, send an email, with your phone number, to the

Communications Committee at NY2FLBABY@gmail.com. 

CASH, CHECK, VENMO ACCEPTED. NO CREDIT CARDS 

On Hiatus 

Wednesday, Sept 25th, 11-3pm- TC 
Tuesday, Oct 1st, 11-3pm - TC 

Tuesday, Oct 15th, 5-7 pool
















